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Welcome to the first ever edition of our newsletter 
Ȱ5ÒÕÇÕÁÙ .ÁÔÕÒÁÌȱȢ 'ÏÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄÓȟ ÏÕÒ ÁÉÍ ÉÓ ÔÏ 
launch a especially dedicated newsletter in advance of 
major travel fairs  around the world in which 
URUGUAY is a participant.

We are delighted to kick-off our newsletter with the 
World Travel Market and with the UK travellers, 
whom we recognize have been very loyal to our 
country. We are happy to have a growing number of 
visitors but most importantly an increase of 
returning British tourists!

In order to reinforce our promotion we are organizing 
this year a special lunch with Uruguayan dishes and 
wines at the World Travel Market. 

Participants will include UK media and operators, 
international airlines and other opinion leaders who 
will have direct contact with the representatives of
our Ministry, the Embassy of Uruguay in London and 
the operators and companies coming from Uruguay 
(See below details of the Working Lunch at WTM).  

I hope that you enjoy reading our newsletter and I 
welcome your feedback.

Enjoy WTM, we are very happy to be back in London! 

Hector Lescano
Minister of Tourism of Uruguay

Letter from the Minister
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Mr. Hector Lescano
Minister of Tourism and Sports from Uruguay

Working Lunch at WTM
His Excellency The Ambassador of Uruguay Sr. Julio Moreira and the Special Advisor to the Secretary of State 
for Tourism of Uruguay, Mr. Benjamin Liberoff, will be hosting a working lunch at The World Travel Market on 
Tuesday,  10th November 2009, 1.30pm (South Gallery Room 9). 

There will be a especial presentation on Uruguay, and on the opening of the new terminal of the International 
Carrasco Airport followed by a presentation by Chris Moss, Travel Editor of Time Out magazine, presenting the 
new Uruguay guides. 

For more information, email Catalina Reyes Magnet at catalina@brandinglatinamerica.com



On 3 February, 2007, construction 
began on a brand new, modern, US$ 
134 million dollar terminal that will be 
located parallel to Runway 06/24. The 
new terminal, designed by Uruguayan 
architect Rafael Viñoly, is scheduled to 
open in December 2009, it will have 
parking with capacity for 1200 vehicles 
and will replace the current terminal. 
This new terminal building will have 
four jet ways, separate floors for 
arrivals and departures and a large 
viewing area on the top floor. 
Designed for an initial capacity of 3m 
it has room for expansion for two 
additional jet ways and up to 6m 
passengers per year before any future 
expansions.  A new US$ 7 million 
dollar cargo terminal is also being 
constructed.

There are currently in excess of 1.5 
million passengers a year using the 
airport but as this airport is being 
projected as the gateway to Uruguay 
these numbers are set to increase. 
Ultimately, the airport will be serving 
around 2.8 million passengers a year 
by 2010.

At the moment the Terminal is in its 
final stage. There are social activities / 
events and exhibitions, like a film & 
photo exhibition called "Nueva 
Terminal" (New Terminal) on how  the 
construction developments are 
progressing

The First advisor of Ministry of Tourism 
of Uruguay, Mr. Benjamin Liberoff said 
"The launching of the new terminal in 
Carrasco Airport in Montevideo will be 
a big step for our tourism industry and 
it will reposition Uruguay as a stronger 
player in international tourism within 
South America. This is a tremendous 
achievement made by the private and 
the public sector in Uruguay, having 
worked together to make tourism one 
of the highest sources of income in our 
ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȱȢ

The Carrasco Airport is located just 11 
miles from Montevideo, one hour by 
car to Punta del Este and two hours to 
the historic city, Colonia de 
Sacramento.
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Carrasco Airport Terminal Opens
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Key Statistics

By the end of September, 
Uruguay welcomed a 3% increase 
in tourists compared to 2008.
European and US traveller are 
growing as well, despite the 
financial global crisis, reaching a 
20 per cent of all international 
travellers visiting Uruguay .

To continue and strengthen the 
tourism industry, Plan 2020 was 
introduced last month. The Plan 
hopes to double the profits to 
date and increase tourists up to 
2.5 million per year.

And there are now 180 cruise 
ships arrivals between 
Montevideo y Punta del Este, 
with over 400 thousand visitors.

Additionally, over the past 5 
years, US$ 1200 million was 
invested in tourism hospitality & 
residential developments.

Uruguay has for over 60 years 
reported 95% literacy rate and a 
life expectancy of over 75 years 
for men and 78 for women. Over 
97 per cent of the national 
population has electricity and 
water in their homes
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The President of Uruguay, 
Tabaré Vázquez, has given 
two weeks ago computer 
number 380.000, the last 
one of the two-year plan 
"CeibalProject", to a little 
girl called Luana, at 1st. 
year of school Nº 28 " 
Republic of Panamá". 
Before entering to the 
educative centre, President 
TabareVazquez said: "this 
is another objective 
accomplished of my 
government". 
The CeibalProject allowed 
thousands of children at 
primaries schools in 
Uruguay to have a brand 
new experience, as Matias 
(9), who can now play 
sport games with other 
people via the computer. 
This week Uruguay has 
been the first country to 
have achieved 

this dream. Luanawas the 
last girl to receive a laptop 
since the very first one was 
given away in Villa Cardalin
early 2007. 
At this important 
ceremony, President 
TabareVazquez was 
accompanied by Miguel 
Brechner, President of the 
Technological Laboratory 
and by two former 
Ministers, Senator Danilo
Astori (ex Minister of 
Economy) and Mr. Jorge 
Lepra(ex Minister of 
Industry and Energy) who 
have given two laptops 
away to the students and 
who took photos with the 
children. 
The CeibalProject was 
launched in 2007 in Villa 
Cardal, a town of 2000 
inhabitants in Uruguay, 
with the main objective to 

give one computer away to 
every student attending 
primary school in Uruguay 
and to provide an 
unforeseen access to 
technology. 
Last Friday, Nicholas 
Negroponte, founder of 
ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ Ȱ/ÎÅ ÌÁÐÔÏÐ 
ÐÅÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȱ ÃÏÎÇÒÁÔÕÌÁÔÅÄ 
the government of 
President TabareVazquez 
ÁÎÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÁÉÄ ȰÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÔÒÁÖÅÌ 
to Uruguay you will be able 
to see a child with a laptop. 
You will be able event to 
see the program in the 
official stamps of 
5ÒÕÇÕÁÙȱȢ

The CeibalProgram was 
covered in the most 
important international 
media as BBC, Le Monde, 
and all the Latin American 
media.

Sucess of the Ceibal Project ςάhƴŜ ƭŀǇǘƻǇ ǇŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘέ
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Tango

In October 2009, the music 
and dance of the Tango and 
the Candombewere 
declared Cultural Heritage 
of Humanity by the UN  
following an application by 
Argentina and Uruguay.

Inauguration of the 
Fluvial Terminal in 
Colonia

The new fluvial terminal in 
Colonia was inaugurated on 
Friday 23rd. October and 
hopes to especially attract 
passengers from both shores 
of the Rio de la Plata. The act 
was led by the Under 
Secretary for Tourism and 
Sports, Dr. Antonio 
Carámbula; other national 
authorities as well as private 
businesses in the tourism 
industry also attended this 
event.
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Destination Punta del Este

5

Ȱ4ÈÅ 3ÁÉÎÔ 4ÒÏÐÅÚ ÏÆ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȱ
Punta del Este will be once again the hottest-spot 
destination in South America for the upcoming 
Summer 2009 (Winter in the UK). There are new 
bars , restaurants and hotels in all of Punta del 
Este, from Solanas to La Barra up to Jose Ignacio. 
The biggest star will be the new luxury Hotel Las 
Piedras Fasano, near La Barra, within 480 hectares 
of countryside with amazing views and many 
recreational activities.

Destination Punta del Este is an organization that 
represents hotels, shops and Real Estate 
developments in the area. There will be a 
representative at WTM, Mr. Javier Baez, who will 
be providing information on the upcoming season 
as well advice on those potential investors looking 
for buying or renting a house.

Ȱ! ÎÅ× #ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ #ÅÎÔÒÅ ÉÎ 0ÕÎÔÁ ÄÅÌ %ÓÔÅȱ
The Municipality of Maldonado, The Ministries of    
Foreign Affairs, Tourism & Sports and Economy & 
Finances have recently launched an International 
Public Tender to select the best offer for the 
construction, financing and management of a 
major Convention and Fairs Centre in Punta del 
Este.

More information at: www.maldonado.gub.uy
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ContactEmbassy of Uruguay to the United Kingdom
ambassadorsoffice@emburuguay.org.uk 

or 
Branding Latin America

Email rmilesi@brandinglatinamerica.com
Tel +44 (0) 7919 020 847


